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Newsletter for JULY 2015 
 

Next Meeting is 15th JULY 2015 
7:30 pm Parkvale Hall 
 
Club Night Speaker is Richard O'Driscoll on 
Hunting Whales in the Southern Ocean 

 

 

 

Key Dates - Upcoming Trips and Events 
 

 

 

Saturday 25th July - Working Bee at the Masterton Deer Park. 9am start. 

Please bring weed eaters, brush cutters, spades and your lunch. Enquiries Contact Brad 

Gardiner (06) 3723577 

 

Sunday 19th July - SARS training - Maps, compasses. wanda tracking, searches, 

Mountain run. For all enquiries contact Phil on (06) 37771422 

 

Friday 7th August -  Club OPEN night and barbeque. 6pm . Gold coin entry 

Trade displays, Reloading, Taxidermy Display and trophy head measuring and a butchery 

demonstration. For contributions and enquiries Please contact Martin and Tracy Amos on 

phone 379 5454 evenings.   

 

Sat 8th & Sun 9th August- NZDA Napier Branch Visit-  

We have a confirmed visit by members of the Napier NZDA branch. They will be invited to 

the Open night and shown around the club rooms. We are looking for club members willing 

to billet them over the weekend.  If you are able to assist please contact Aidan Bichan on 

(06) 3797513 evenings or Martin and Tracy Amos on phone 379 5454 evenings.   

 

Sat 8th August - Wairarapa vs Hawkes Bay Competition shoot - 

Gladstone Range- 10am till 2pm 

Alex Beesley is organising a shoot for our members versus the visitors from the Hawkes 

Bay. It will be along the lines of a regular .22 and centre fire 20 x 20 competition. It should 



be a lot of fun, so please make an effort to attend,  because we don't want to get shown up 

by the boys from  Hawkes Bay, do we! This will be followed by a few beers and a barbeque 

back at Parkvale Hall. $5 donation please. For all enquires contact Alex Beesley on 

0274359216 

 

Sat 29th -Sun 30th August18th Sept - REWA DoC Hunt. 
This is the clubs first official access to the Rewa DoC reserve. It will be a camping weekend 

and if you are an experienced hunter, you should expected to be willing to mentor any 

novices. There are limited spots available so get in quick! For details and all those interested 

please contact Martin and Tracy Amos on phone 379 5454 evenings.   

 

SUNDAY 30TH AUGUST – Branch practice shooting competition, Gladstone Range. 

Come and get your eye in for the Club competition shoot on the 13th Sept. For all enquiries 

contact Alex Beesley on 0274359216 

 

Sunday 13th Sept - Club Competition Shoot 
Main shooting event in September... more details to follow 

 

Sat 18th Sept - Non subsidised Tararua Fly-in trip. 
For details and all those interested please contact Martin Amos on phone 379 5454 

evenings.   

 

Saturday 26th -Sunday 27th Sept. Sika Show. Taupo.  
For more details visit their website at http://sika-show.co.nz/ 

 

 
 

 



 

 

SATURDAY 17TH OCT – Wairarapa NZDA Annual Dinner at Parkvale Hall. This is an 

important fund raising event for the club, so we are looking for sponsorship and donated 

items for the auction on the night. Please contact Martin and Tracy Amos on phone 

379 5454 evenings.   

 

 

SUNDAY 8TH NOV – LAND SAR 1st Aid refresher at Parkvale Hall for LAND SAR 

members only. Please contact Phil Gray on 0274 740717 for further details. 

 

 

WHITE ROCK HUNTS – White Rock hunts have been postponed due to upcoming 1080 

drop. 
 

 

  
 

 

 

FEEDBACK:   
 
Check out our new club website for all news stories and events  

at http://www.wairarapanzda.org.nz/ 
 

We need you input. For all feed back and content submissions contact the website and newsletter 

editor at wairarapanzda@gmail.com 
 
We are the 2nd fastest growing NZDA branch in NZ 

 

It's official.... Wairarapa branch is the 2nd fastest growing NZDA branch in NZ with a 37% increase 

in new members.  So welcome to all new members and get involved in as many club activities as 

you can. 

 

Branch finances: Our February working bee was well attended (15 members) and 

successful, making over $1000 to subsidise branch fly-in trips. We need more trees!  If you 

know of any phone Brad Gardiner 372 4004 or Martin Amos 379 5454, evenings.  

 



 

Parkvale Hall is available for hire to the general public at a cost of $300 per day. It would 

be suitable for events such as weddings, as we have good catering facilities. If you know of 

any interested parties, please advise them to contact Martin Amos 379 5454, evenings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parkvale hall –  photographic. 
 

Our photographic display boards in the main hall are impressive and arouse interest.  But to 

maintain that interest, we are embarking on a programme of feeding some new photos into the 

display.  The original philosophy of featuring the branch members at their hunting activities, will be 

maintained.  Pics of huts, scenery  and live animals/birds will be kept to a minority.   If you would 

like to be involved, please get 5”x 7” photos to Howard Egan ph 379 6666. 
    

Membership renewals: Many members have renewed their subscriptions already with 

National Office. If you haven’t done this yet, please do so. You are not covered by NZDA 

liability insurance and you can’t enter branch competitions if you are not a financial 

member at the time the trophy is shot.  If any members are having difficulties with 

memberships, contact Richard O’Driscoll on 06 3086282 for assistance.                  

 

 

 

News 
 
WARO (wild animal recovery operations - helicopter culling of deer on public land) 
  
As you may be aware the new WARO concessions (effective 1st July 2015) were arrived at 
after DOC deliberately excluded recreational hunters from the decision making process 
and resulted in a number of significant detrimental changes for us including removal of the 
5 month summer exclusion in the Ruahines (year round WARO can now occur), the 
removal of the Tararua exclusion in the Waiohine catchment, Tauherenikau river, Totara 
Crk, Lower Atiwhakatu catchment and the virtual complete opening of the Rimutaka Forest 
Park along with a number of reserves in the Wairarapa including Tora bush. The principal 
seems to have been that everything should be open to heli’s. Around 30 to 40% of the 
public land in the local Conservancy has been changed all with NO consultation with rec 
hunters. Other areas nationally are also adversely affected. 



  
However thanks to the lobbying efforts of hunters including many of the 2300 who have 
hunting permits for the Ruahines, there appeared to be some movement and at the NZDA 
conference opening evening (Friday 26th June) Mike Slater, the No2 for DOC, announced 
a review of WARO noting issues with the Ruahines outcome.. He clarified then that all 
changed areas would be reviewed within a few weeks.  
  
It only took a few days for the reneging to start (as per my recent email to members) and 
since then DOC have clarified the so called review further: “the review of decisions around 
areas will be in two parts, 
Ruahines immediately. Others as part of a second process involving the wider sector that 
they are also starting soon.” 
  
We have still not received a clarification around the variance to what all present heard 
Mike say and to the matter of the Ruahine changes not being around area but instead 
around timing. 
  
Our Liaison groups view is that we are not willing to allow them to bed in changes (for 
which no justification was given) on the rest of the conservancy in return for the possibility 
of some hope on just the Ruahines. Everything other than a return to the 2009-15 status 
quo is a loss and we were denied the ability to advocate for improvements as we had 
intended.  
  
Whilst the current uneconomic feral venison price limits the harm from the changes (other 
than in the Ruahines where the operator has his own meat plant and market) the price will 
rise and the changes now allow the use of chiller trucks at Park roadends, effectively a 
forward operating base which would then greatly improve the economics of targeting areas 
like the Rimutaka open country. 
  
So if you think the issue doesn’t affect you then consider what happens to your favourite 
possie, even if seemingly safe from WARO when those hunters who hunt the open country 
decide it’s not worth the heli grief and go  elsewhere instead – maybe to your possie ? 
Either directly or indirectly every hunter is adversely affected by the WARO changes. 
As always our biggest enemy is not some government agency or the WARO guys it is 
instead our own apathy and the  “I’m alright Jack” attitude.  
  
If we are to be treated with respect then we need to act with greater unity and each 
of us must help out – to help ourselves we must all become involved. 
  
Through the efforts of those who have written, emailed, met with MP’s and spread the 
word, we have got the attention of DOC, we need to keep going and increase those efforts 
until we get a fair go because that is not yet happening. Imagine what we could achieve if 
instead of many dozens asking questions and raising issues we had many hundreds or 
many thousands ? 
  
Stand up for your hunting and let DOC and the ministers know about your concerns, a lot 
is at stake and not just in the Ruahines. 
  
Thanks 
Gordon George 
gordon.george@paradise.net.nz 
Chair of the Lower North Island Hunter Liaison group, also Secretary for Hutt valley NZDA 

mailto:gordon.george@paradise.net.nz


 

 
 

 

 

FOR SALE 
 

2 x Personal professional RTs for sale 
 

They are $675 new each and are 5-6 months old, used only 3 times , will sell for $650 for both . 

 

 
 

I also have a BSA Monarch .270 with Minox Vary power scope , it's in King and Henry , excellent 

condition $550 and Parker hale 303 with five shot mag and scope in there as well for $450 . 

 

Contact Martin Amos 

027 367 1635 

 

 



Hunting & Shooting Reports 

 
 

 Stewart Island Revisited  
On the afternoon of Sunday the 15th March Wairarapa Branch members Sharon and Steve Playle, Steve 
Martel, Chris Johnstone and Taranaki Branch members Alan and Mel Candy and including a non-
member Neil Johnstone all headed across Foveaux Strait on our annual pilgrimage to Stewart Island for 
10 days of R & R with the emphasis on hunting and fishing, two activities that the Island and its coast 
line and sheltered bays are infamous for. The hour long sailing from Bluff to Halfmoon Bay was 
completed with no fuss as only a slight swell was running. Southerly rain had commenced by the time 
the Ferry docked at Oban so we made a bee line to the Hotel to get accommodation squared away for 
the night. Phillip Smith from Bravo Adventure Cruises arrived following my phone call to uplift our 
rifles until we sailed with him the following day. Our grocery order previously emailed to the Island’s 
Grocery Store was all complete and ready for us to uplift at 7.30am the following morning.  
 
After a great night’s hospitality and a welcome sleep at the South Seas Hotel, we were all eager to 
leave for Fred’s Camp and South West Arm our two hunting blocks situated well up in Patterson’s Inlet. 
With groceries and gear stowed aboard Phillip’s boat “Wildfire” and permits collected from the DOC 
office, we pulled away from the jetty around 9am on the Monday morning for the 1.5 hour boat trip to 
our destination. The weather was on “the improve” with the sun breaking out as we sailed on an oily 
smooth sea upon entering the Inlet and all the way to the Jetty at Fred’s Camp.  
 

 



Chris and his brother Neil were to stay and hunt the South West Arm block while the rest of us settled 
in at Fred’s. This hut was very spacious and accommodating as it caters for trampers and hunters. We 
had plenty of room to spread ourselves out, something that is impossible at the smaller hunter camps 
on other blocks.  
With the cooking equipment setup and operational and unpacking completed, lunch and a brew was 
next on the agenda. Mid-afternoon saw me heading up the hill behind camp to assess the whitetail 
activity in the area that I had designated for myself to hunt. Sign wasn’t overly abundant but by being 
careless with my footing I did manage to upset a young whitetail that bolted before I could compose 
myself for a shot. After dropping into a side creek I followed it down to where it bisected the Rakeahua 
tramping track and from there I made my way back to camp as darkness was setting in. This circuit was 
my routine for the next few days as the others had also identified areas to hunt. Over the next couple 
of days I “lucked out” with no further sightings of deer during my hunts. Persistence paid dividends on 
the evening of day four when I got the drop on a whitetail spiker about 7pm in the evening. A single 
shot from my 7mm/08 had meat secured for the team.  
 

 
 
The boys at South West Arm had scored two deer that day also and Alan shot a deer in very poor 
condition also on the same day. Over the remaining time on the block I didn’t encounter another deer.  
 
A couple was sighted by the others but no more were secured. I entertained myself with a couple of 
fishing expeditions to target Blue Cod off the rocky peninsulas in our loaned 12 foot aluminum dinghy. 
Alan was the skipper and we were successful on each outing with some pretty decent cod brought 
onto the boat. We did have to contend with Spikey Dog sharks and also had the misfortune to hook-up 
on a few large seven gill sharks too. In all cases they threw the hook or cut off the hook and sinker for 
which we were most grateful.  
 



 

 
 
Between cod, venison and mussels that we collected from the rocky shoreline our diets were well 
complemented.  
 
The girls spent a whole afternoon catching spotties off the jetty with Steve on hand to remove caught 
fish and undertake the re baiting of hooks. The action was constant with hook-ups as soon as lines 
were dropped into the water.  
 
Part way through the trip we had an American tramper from Cleveland Ohio call and stay a night with 
us and he got to dine on some fine cuisine after living on dehydrated tucker for almost two weeks. 
Upon his departure we swapped contact details and he made the offer of a whitetail hunt over in his 
State at some future time.  
 
On the morning of the 23rd a young hunter was shot dead by a member of his own party on a 
neighboring “Hapuatuna” block. We saw the helicopter fly over in the morning and later learnt of the 
tragic incident late in the same day. Luckily we had cell phone coverage and were able to relay to 
family and friends that we were not involved.  
 
Before we knew it our 10 days of bliss was at an end and my 11th trip to the Island was drawing to a 
close. Phillip arrived to collect us on the afternoon of the 25th at around 2.40 pm and luckily the heavy 
rain showers we’d experienced over much of the day had abated in time for us to get our gear stowed 
aboard dry.  



 
 
Once back at Oban we bolted to the Hotel for the first decent shower in 10 days. Then it was down 
to the bar for a beer before going to Phillips house to settle our account. He later took us up the 
road to his son’s Hanger at Fern Gully to ogle over some impressive mounted whitetail heads that 
he’d taken over the years. On the trip there and back we had two encounters with whitetail that 
cantered across the road in front of the vehicles. One was a very large doe and the other was a 
yearling. After 10 days of cat and mouse behavior on a hunting block it was hard to take having 
deer tease us in that manner. I felt especially sorry for Steve as he had just completed his second 
whitetail trip without getting a shot and now had deer present themselves on the road in front of 
him. That really rubs salt into the wounds.  
 
We arrived home late in the evening on the 27th March and promptly set the wheels into motion 
for another trip back to “paradise” in late March 2016. 

 



 

Final Thoughts 

 

 

 
 

Be safe be sure. 

Assume it is a person not a deer. 

No meat is better than no mate. 

Identify your target. 

 

 
 

                                                                                           

A big thank you to the team at Wairarapa Funeral 

Services for your printing of our monthly newsletter this 

year – we really have appreciated your assistance. 

 

    
 

 

 

Hard Copy Newsletter Recipients – if you are receiving this newsletter by post but also use Email, please 

contact the editors at wairarapanzda@gmail.com so your newsletter can be sent electronically. 

 
Disclaimer: The contents of this Newsletter come from various sources, and the opinions or ideas expressed 

are not necessarily endorsed by this committee or by National Executive, nor may they reflect Branch policy. 

 

 

Check us out on Facebook: We now have 575 likes!! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/WairarapaNZDA 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WairarapaNZDA

