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Newsletter for December 2015 
 

Next meeting Wednesday 9th December 2015 
6:30 pm Amalgamated Helicopters, Chester Road 

Christmas barbeque 
    

 

    

General meeting Wednesday 9 Dec 2015  
Come along for our last meeting of the year. Meet at 6:30 pm for a barbeque at Amalgamated 
Helicopters hanger, Chester Road. Please bring your own drinks and money for Christmas raffle. 
 

 
 
Remember - no general meeting in January. Next general meeting 17 February 2016. 

 
 

Key Dates Key Dates Key Dates Key Dates ----    Upcoming Trips and EventsUpcoming Trips and EventsUpcoming Trips and EventsUpcoming Trips and Events    

 
6 DEC FIREWOOD WORKING BEE  at Amos residence Belvedere Road starting 9:30 am. We have a large 
number of trees to ring and split. Firewood is our main fund-raiser. If you want to participate in subsidized 
Branch fly-in trips then you need to come to our working bees. Please bring appropriate protective gear (chaps, 
ear-muffs, solid footwear etc) and a chainsaw/splitter if you have them. If you don’t have a saw, we still need 
stackers!  
 
Wood will be for sale to members for $70 and non-members for $80/trailer. Dual-axle trailer available to 
borrow. Call Martin or Tracy Amos (06) 3795454 
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9 DEC FINAL GENERAL MEETING OF 2015  See front page. 
 
NO GENERAL MEETING IN JANUARY 2016 . 
 
10 JAN LONG-RANGE SHOOT, Brancpeth Range, Wainuioru. Your chance to test your rifle to 300, 400, 
500 yards, or beyond before heading for the tops. Start time to be confirmed. Contact Grahame Hamilton for 
details on (06) 3798789. 
 
23-25 JAN SUBSIDISED FLY-IN TRIP TO THE TARARUA TOP S. Always popular so get your name in 
to Martin Amos (06) 3795454 before 16 January (or talk to him at the working bee on 6 Dec). 
 
13-14 FEB FALLOW MEAT HUNT , Aranui station. Now full. Dates will be confirmed in January. 
 
17 FEB FIRST GENERAL MEETING OF 2016 Speaker to be confirmed. 
 
16 MAR BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Come along and have you say! The club is only as 
good as its volunteers. Please consider nominations for the 2016/17 committee. 
 
8-10 APR FALLOW RUT HUNT . Already full! Dates still to be confirmed. 
 
WHITE ROCK HUNTS . Quarters are unavailable until after Christmas due to station operations, but Steve 
Playle is trying to arrange another hunt in the New Year. If you’re interested, please give Steve a call on (06) 
3797432. 
 
Following a very successful visit by the Hawkes Bay NZDA branch in August, we are looking at arranging a 
combined branches hunt in May 2016. 
 
 

  
    

NewsNewsNewsNews    

 
SEARCH AND RESCUE   
No callouts in the past month, but a successful first-aid training course was completed. 
 
Upcoming SAR events 

• 12 Nov 7:20 pm Helicopter orientation at Amalgamated Helicopters 
• 11 Feb Pre-SAREX training to be confirmed 
• 11-13 Mar Annual SAREX. More details next year. 

 
If interested in joining SAR contact Phil Gray on 0274 740717. 
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HUTS AND TRACKS  
 
Sayer’s tidy-up 
On the weekend of 13-15 November, 6 branch members flew-in to Sayer’s Hut. Thanks to Amalgamated 
Helicopters for lifting out old hut parts and a collection of other bits accumulated over 45 years. Bill is 
Amalgamated Helicopters’ new pilot and has impressed our regular flyers with his smooth flying. The hut was 
left in great condition. Thanks to those whom helped with the clean-up. 
 
See Aidan’s account of the weekend under Hunting Reports. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
DEER PARK 
TB tests were recently carried out, a load of peas has been delivered, and irrigation is about to start. The young 
red stag has damaged his velvet and is likely to have deformed antlers this year. 
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IMPORTANT CHANGE TO THE MAIL ORDER PROCESS FOR PURC HASING FIREARMS ON 
THE INTERNET OR BY MAIL ORDER (S. 43A, ARMS ACT 198 3) 

 
Firearms Licence: You require a firearms licence to possess firearms, or ammunition for them, and some 
special categories of airgun. You must be of or over the age of 18 years to possess (standard) airguns if you do 
not hold a firearms licence. Firearm licence holders are required by section 34 of the Arms Act 1983 to advise 
Police of any change of address. Licence holders are also required to observe the secure storage conditions of 
Regulation 19 of the Arms Regulations 1992. 
 
Sales: Sellers / suppliers of firearms, ammunition and airguns are required by the Arms Act 1983 to ascertain 
that the purchaser / recipient is the holder of a firearms licence or is of or over the age of 18 years in the case 
of airguns. The only methods of ascertaining this which are acceptable to NZ Police are: 
a) The seller meets the purchaser face to face and personally examines their firearms licence (or photo 
identification of proof of age issued by the NZ Government, in the case of airguns), and compares the photo 
therein with the person in front of them. 
b) In the case of a non-face to face transaction, the seller / supplier receives direct from NZ Police (by email 
or post) advice that the purchaser / recipient holds a firearms licence or is of or over the age of 18 years (in the 
case of airguns) and that they are entitled to possess the firearms, ammunition or airguns listed in the 
purchaser’s written (purchase) order in favour of the seller / supplier. 
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c) Sellers, as a prudent additional step, may also request verification of a firearms licence number (sighted by 
them as in method a) above) from NZ Police by phone or email (to a Police Arms Office or the National Arms 
Control Section of the Police National Headquarters) or Police on-line tool (to be established in February 
2016), to confirm the currency of the licence. 
 
 
NATIONAL NZDA NEWS 
See the national website: http://www.deerstalkers.org.nz 
 

  
 
 

Hunting ReportHunting ReportHunting ReportHunting Reportssss 
 
An armed working bee  
Aidan Bichan 
 
After a false start several weeks earlier (postponed due to high wind) a group of keen branch members saddled 
up the helicopter to head to Sayers Hut.  The main purpose was a clean up around the hut, so armed with 
hammers, crowbars, a chainsaw and the odd fire arm, 2 loads were flown in by Bill the new pilot with JD. 
 
Friday evening saw the project being scoped from various angles.  Paul and Clare scoped it from the lookout 
and Clover flat, Martin and Rhys from down river below the hut and Pete and I from across the river going 
down and up respectively.  
 

 
 
A huge pig was spotted from the lookout and the stalk was on, down onto the flat, through the scrub and to the 



6 
 

edge of a terrace.  Peering over the lip, Paul spotted the target and Clare let rip with the 7mm08, pig takes off 
so Paul follows through with another 7mm08 and it bites the dust.  As they closed in, the pig began to shrink 
before their very eyes - reducing down to handbag size quite quickly.  The first shot had taken out the front 
end, the 2nd finish the front end and halved the salvageable meat to one rear leg. 
 
I wandered up the flats and watched the bush edge near the old hut site.  A couple of stags floated out and 
grazed towards me.  The suppressed Baikal 223 spoke and the bigger boy tipped over within a few metres, his 
mate stood there wondering what have happened, and as there was a helicopter ride out and plenty of hungry 
hunters the 223 spoke again.  Across the river Paul and Clare nodded wisely and said "under-gunned" he should 
have used a proper rifle. 
 
While gutting the second animal a couple of hunters came passed heading to the new hut - gutted was probably 
the description as they intended to hunt this area in the morning.  After stashing the carcases under handy trees 
it was a head torch trip back across the river to an excellent meal prepared by Martin and Rhys who arrived 
home first.  Another pair of hunters arrived at the hut and seeing it was full kept going to Totara Flats hut. 
 
Next morning in a biting frost, Paul and Clare crossed the river and promptly spotted departing bums in the 
mist.  A clean miss resulted in them heading upstream to collect one of the previous night’s stags.  While sitting 
quietly they heard a couple of hunters grizzling about the buggers from Sayers poaching their side of the river. 
Later while Paul and I were recovering the 2nd animal the late night pair came down the flat.  It's not often 
that hunters don't greet each other or wander over for a nosey, but these two just kept going without 
acknowledging us. 
 
The rest of the day was spent pulling out old iron, chimneys, pipe, ply and other rubbish.  An old water tank 
was filled with small items and a large bundle of everything including the kitchen sink was stropped together.  
The old toilet (over the Totara stump) was demolished and more firewood cut.  A quick prune around the hut 
clearing to allow more air movement and then time for a snooze.  That afternoon Pete headed out to Holdsworth 
as he was working on Sunday and the rest of the group set out for an evening hunt.  Nothing much to report as 
the wind had got up and it was a bit cool (understatement - it was bloody freezing and blowing a gale).  Another 
fine dinner - venison patties sure beat dehy meals! 
 

 
 
Next morning Paul and Clare braved the river but rain and windy conditions made it unpleasant and the river 
came up 200 mm so it was time to bale.  Paul discovered the water was a bit deeper and colder than earlier!  
The morning was spent tidying the hut, boning out meat and getting the chopper bundles ready to fly. 
 
The promised southerly front came through and the wind settled giving a flying window.  In came Bill with 
JD on board, the first load (Paul, Clare and I, plus dog, meat, tools etc) was on the way.  Up the flats, Totara 
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Creek and low gullies below the cloud saw us at the hanger in no time.  JD and Martin loaded the cargo nets 
ready for the flight to Walls Whare, 2 loads were dropped to the road end then everyone returned home. 
 
A total of 7 deer and 2 pigs were seen (including from the chopper) and the hut and surrounds are much tidier.  
An excellent weekend with great hut mates - I wonder if DoC wants any other huts maintained? 
 
Thanks to JD and Bill of Amalgamated Helicopters, Joe Hansen DoC for helping set up the working bee and 
the keen branch members that slaved hard - or at least sat round eating good food and telling stories (some 
may even have been true). 
 
We want to include your hunting stories and photos in the newsletter. Stories can be sent to the 
newsletter editors at wairarapanzda@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

Final ThoughtsFinal ThoughtsFinal ThoughtsFinal Thoughts 

 
The Wairarapa NZDA committee wishes you and yours a safe and happy holiday period.  
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Hope that everybody can get out and do some hunting. We want to see everybody back safe and well in 
2016, so please remember …… 
 

Be safe be sure. 
Assume it is a person not a deer. 
No meat is better than no mate. 

Identify your target. 

 
                                                                                           

A big thank you to the team at Wairarapa Funeral 
Services for your printing of our monthly newsletter this 

year – we really have appreciated your assistance. 
 

    
 

 
 
Hard Copy Newsletter Recipients – if you are receiving this newsletter by post but also use Email, please 
contact the editors at wairarapanzda@gmail.com so your newsletter can be sent electronically. 
 
Disclaimer: The contents of this Newsletter come from various sources, and the opinions or ideas expressed 
are not necessarily endorsed by this committee or by National Executive, nor may they reflect Branch policy. 
 
 

Check us out on Facebook: We now have over 850 likes!! 
https://www.facebook.com/WairarapaNZDA 
  
Or on our website: 
http://www.wairarapanzda.org.nz/ 
 


